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HKBA’s Statement in Response to Proposed Use of the CGO as
Headquarters of the DOJ with space for law-related NGOs

The Hong Kong Bar Association welcomes the proposal to allocate the West Wing of
the Central Government Offices for the use of the Department of Justice and

law-related non-governmental organizations.

The centralization of the various internal divisions of the Department of Justice will
likely improve intra-and inter-departmental communication, and will no doubt
facilitate the efficiency of the Department’s service to the government and to the

community as a whole,

Further, the provision of space in the Central Government Offices for law-related
non-governmental organizations, including organizations to promote arbitration and
mediation services, is particularly welcome. The Bar Association is pleased to see the
commitment on the part of the Hong Kong SAR Government in taking an active role
in fostering the development of international arbitration as part of the mainstream
legal services to be provided by Hong Kong legal professionals. We believe that the
reservation of premises for housing law-related non-governmental organizations will
enhance the resources for training, accreditation, and general collaboration between
these organizations and the administration, and will serve to improve the quality and

accessibility of legal-related services to the community in the years to come.
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